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voung men to help him. God did not permit the treacherous
plotter to succeed. The sweating over, the young Kikapous, who
were indignant at such treachery told the well-disposed chiefs
of it.

The alarm caused in the village by this conspiracy may be
imagined. “What!” they exclaimed, “We thought we had
only the Renards to fear; now our own brothers betray us and
wish to stain our mats with blood by a massacre of the French!
What is to be done under the circumstances? Had a Renard
made an attempt on the father’s life we would have settled the
matter by breaking his head ; but the guilty man is a chief of
our nation! . . . Let us endeavor to appease him with
presents.” These were offered him; he accepted them, and
promised to abandon his cowardly design.

But, in order to avoid similar acts of treachery, we were
lodged in less suspected cabins where ten men watched night and
day over our safety. We remained eighteen days in that state.

Kansekoé and his nine colleagues, three days after their de-
parture, encountered a hundred Renards who were coming for
us. They had orders, in the event of refusal, to threaten the
Kikapous with the coming of six hundred warriors, both
Renards and Puants, fully resolved to be revenged for the insults
offered them. XKansekoé perceived in the band the father of
the young Renard whom the French had killed at la Baie not
long before. He said to him: “I see well, my father, that thou
wilt ask for a Frenchman in the place of thy son; but return with
us to the village; come and listen to the words addressed to thy
dead child, and refuse not the presents offered thee.” The old
man, touched by this mark of distinetion, allowed himself to be
won over. “I am quite willing,” he said, “that you should
restore my disturbed mind. T will follow you.” Many thought
as he did ; others said they must continue their march and compel
the Kikapous to deliver up the French. Finally, after many
disputes, seventy Renards returned home and thirty came to the
banks of the Mississipi. When the Kikapous saw them in such
small numbers they considered that they could without danger
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